
WINTER SEMINAR 
 

Interdisciplinary Workshop and Short Study Programme 
 

Name of the 
programme Tuition fee Duration of the 

programme 
Total number 
of participants 

Venue of the 
programme 

Winter 
Seminar  

250 EUR 
for foreign 

participants the 
price includes 

accommodation 
for 4 nights* 

2025/2026 
spring 

semester 
40 hours 

10-25 
participants Győr 

*The University provides accommodation for the participants of the programme. 
 
The aim of the programme: 
Security challenges in both the digital and traditional domains – and the related 
information and cyber threats – are increasingly shaping the functioning of democratic 
institutions and the protection of fundamental rights. Strengthening social resilience in 
cyberspace is not only a technological task, but a key constitutional and human rights 
issue that requires complex legal and state-level responses. This programme equips 
participants with a comprehensive legal perspective to understand, assess, and 
critically evaluate cybersecurity and public policy processes affecting social resilience 
in the digital age. 
 
Freedom of expression is one of the foundational pillars of democratic societies. In the 
21st century, however, the meaning, scope, and limitations of free speech are 
undergoing rapid transformation. Digital communication platforms reshape public 
discourse, new forms of censorship and manipulation emerge, and states, international 
organisations, civil society actors, and private intermediaries face unprecedented 
challenges in safeguarding democratic debate. 
 
Winter Seminar explores these evolving dynamics under the theme “Reinventing 
Freedom of Speech”. Through expert lectures, interactive workshops, case studies and 
group discussions, the programme examines both the classical constitutional 
foundations of free expression and the complex regulatory, social, and technological 
questions shaping free speech in contemporary Europe and beyond. 
 
The seminar offers participants an interdisciplinary perspective – spanning law, political 
science, media studies, governance, and digital regulation – while providing insight 
into pressing issues such as platform governance, hate speech, political 
communication, academic and artistic freedom, and the ethical dimensions of online 
discourse. 
 
 
 



Supervisor of the Seminar 
Prof. Peter Smuk, 

Dean of the Faculty of Law and Political 
Sciences 

Coordinator 
Dr. Enikő Kovács-Szépvölgyi 
Vice Dean for International 

Affairs  
 
At the end of the 40-hour programme, participants will complete an essay, a micro-
project, or a presentation. The programme may also include an organised excursion, 
such as a visit to Budapest or Pannonhalma. 
 
The Széchenyi István University issues a certificate of completion of the 
programme. 
 
Date of the Winter Seminar programme: 23-27 February 2026. 
Application deadline: 8 February 2026 
 
Intended participants: 

- Hungarian and international students of Széchenyi István University 
- International students not enrolled at Széchenyi István University 
- Students enrolled in Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Doctoral (PhD) programmes 
- Students with an interest in law, social sciences, and political science 

 
Formal requirements: 
- Professional CV 
- English language certificate 
- Bachelor/Master Degree, or Student Status Certificate of your ongoing studies 
- Transcript of Records of Bachelor/Master Degree 
 
Programme coordinator: Dr. Enikő Kovács-Szépvölgyi (ndh.dfk@sze.hu) 
Contact person: dr. Dorina Anna Tóth (toth.dorina.anna@sze.hu) 
 


